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The NIIGATA Declaration: Advancing the Science of Disasters
Adopted by the Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine (JADM)
March 20, 2026 — Niigata, Japan

Core Principle
Advancing the Science of Disasters to Protect the Future

Preamble

The Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine (JADM) was founded in May 1995, the year
of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, as the Japan Research Group for Mass Disaster
Medicine. The disaster exposed significant limitations in Japan’s disaster medical preparedness
and marked a historic turning point that heightened national awareness of the importance of
disaster medicine. In February 2000, the organization was reorganized into an academic
society, and in April 2010 it became a general incorporated association. Since January 2018,
under its current Japanese name, the Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine, JADM has
promoted scientific research on disaster-related medical care with the aim of contributing to
the health, medical care, and welfare of the population and advancing the field of disaster
medicine.

Over the past three decades, JADM has accumulated extensive experience in responding to
large-scale disasters and has played a central role in the advancement of Japan’s disaster
medical system.

Through its annual scientific meetings and academic journal, the Association has
disseminated research findings, developed and implemented standardized training programs
nationwide, and fostered interdisciplinary and inter-institutional collaboration among
healthcare professionals, public agencies, and related stakeholders.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of its founding, JADM reflects upon its founding
principles and recognizes the profound evolution of disaster medicine and disaster response
over the past three decades. In light of these developments, JADM hereby adopts the 2026
Declaration of the Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine (the NIIGATA Declaration)
at the 31st Annual Meeting and Scientific Assembly held in Niigata City and presents it to the
global community.

Declaration

We, the Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine, hereby declare our commitment to
protecting the lives and health of all people by advancing the practice, research, and
education of disaster medicine grounded in scientific evidence.

The world today faces increasingly complex and unpredictable disasters, including
earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, infectious diseases, large-scale accidents, climate crises, and
geopolitical risks. In Japan, demographic transformation, population aging, and population
decline present significant challenges for disaster medical systems.

Disaster medicine represents an interdisciplinary endeavor in which healthcare, public health,
welfare, government agencies, emergency services, the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the
Japan Coast Guard, volunteers, and civil society collaborate to prepare for, respond to, and
sustain society in times of crisis. Above all, disaster medicine requires continuous practice
grounded in scientific reasoning and ethical judgment.
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Missions
From the perspective of advancing the science of disasters, JADM upholds the following
missions:

*To advance disaster medicine and establish and disseminate scientific evidence

*To build and share the academic foundations supporting the practice of disaster
medicine

*To develop disaster response systems through interdisciplinary and inter-institutional
collaboration

*To cultivate the next generation of disaster medicine professionals and ensure the
transmission of knowledge

*To promote the societal implementation of science and contribute to evidence-informed
policymaking

Commitment

We hereby commit ourselves to advancing these missions through actions grounded in
science, contributing to a sodiety that protects life and health from disasters and to the
realization of a sustainable future.

This Declaration shall serve as a living framework, to be continually advanced through
practice, evaluation, and learning from future disasters.

We call upon healthcare professionals, researchers, policymakers, institutions, and civil
society worldwide to share these principles and to collaborate in strengthening disaster
preparedness and response for the benefit of humanity.

JADM will advance the implementation of this Declaration through education, research,
and practice, and will continuously evaluate and disseminate its outcomes.

Signatories

Masato Honma, MD, PhD

Professor, Tottori University
Representative Director

Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine

Masashi Takahashi, MD, PhD

Professor, Niigata University

President, 31st Annual Meeting and Scientific Assembly
Japanese Association for Disaster Medicine
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